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WORK-STUDY PROGRAM ALLOWS UM STUDENTS TO SERVE COMMUNITY 
MISSOULA ~
Work-study programs, supported by the federal government, encourage students to earn 
while they learn, said Mick Hanson, director of The University of Montana Financial Aid 
Office. And UM’s program well exceeds the Congressional mandate that 7 percent of work- 
study funds be used for community service.
UM works with community nonprofit organizations to find students jobs that provide 
training in their chosen fields and help them build resumes. Nearly one quarter of UM students 
involved in the University’s work-study program are employed at off-campus nonprofit 
organizations.
Connie Bowman, assistant director of employment programs in UM’s Financial Aid 
Office, said the University has a wonderful mix of opportunities for students in fields such as 
wildlife biology, forestry, environmental science and forensic science, to name a few. Many 
UM education majors find work in Missoula schools, where they help local teachers with 
reading and math programs, she said.
As a member of the executive committee of the Campus Compact, a national 
organization that supports civic engagement, UM President George Dennison took a position 
strongly in favor of using work-study funds for community service. In his work as a Clinton-
-more-
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appointed member of the America Reads Steering Committee, Dennison also was instrumental 
in securing work-study funds to provide assistance to public schools.
"I have always argued for allowing up to 50 percent of available funds for community 
service because of the benefits to the students and the communities," Dennison said.
Each year UM’s Financial Aid Office receives nearly $1.5 million from federal and 
state funding for the work-study program. In general, the funds pay 70 percent of the salaries 
of student workers in the program, while the employers pay the remaining 30 percent.
"The work-study program is the best financial aid program in many ways because it 
creates an environment where students have an opportunity to develop a passion for knowledge 
that can be applied to the real world," Hanson said. "And every dollar earned potentially 
replaces money that would have to be borrowed and repaid with interest after school."
For more information about the work-study program at UM, call the Financial Aid 
Office at 243-5373.
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